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Crews have already begun to remove the existing Mondo surface. Don Harrington
Parents Association to give
• Travis Holler
Editorial Staff
With the start of each quarter,
students face the task of purchas-
ing books for all of their new
classes. However, the relatively
high price of most textbooks
often makes book-buying a
stressful process for students
with depleted funds.
Fortunately, the Rose-Hulman
Parents Association has helped
develop a loan program to help
diffuse this problem that so many
students face.
For this year's Parent's Project,
the Parents Association has been
raising money to create the
"Bucks for Books" Loan pro-
gram. The program was devel-
oped as a temporary fix for
students whose financial strug-
gles might prevent them from
buying books at the beginning of
the quarter.
Under the program, eligible
students are able to borrow up to
$500, interest free, for textbooks
at the Rose-Hulman Bookstore
and have until the end of the
quarter to repay it.
To obtain a "Bucks for Books"
Loan, a student must visit either
Darin Greggs, Director of Finan-
cial Aid, or Luann Hastings,
Financial Aid Assistant, in the
Financial Aid office, whereupon
they will be asked to fill out a
Loan Application and answer a
few questions to determine eligi-
bility.
To be eligible, a student must
be an undergraduate enrolled at
least one-half time at Rose-Hul-
man and must demonstrate an
Where will we go?
Students now unable to use a variety of
recreational facilities during Spring quarter
Craig Pohlman
Editor-in-Chief
Just as Spring quarter began, several on-
campus recreational facilities are not
allowed to be used by the campus commu-
nity.
On Thursday, sports and recreation facili-
ties director Matt Sinclair issued an e-mail
to the Rose-Hulman community announc-
ing the closure of the fieldhouse, weight
room, and raquetball courts in the SRC.
The closures are necessary to make repairs
to the Mondo surface in the fieldhouse in
time for graduation. The intramural fields
are also closed.
Currently, no plan exists to relocate the
weight room equipment or intramural
events during the closure.
The closure of the track has forced the
indoor track season to be held elsewhere.
The intermural fields adjacent to the foot-
ball field are closed due to field repairs that
are to take place before the Colts training
camp returns to Rose-Hulman this Sum-
mer. This, despite a brand new bridge that
was erected before break joining the fields
to the Moench Hall parking lot.
According to Sinclair, the repairs to the
fieldhouse should be completed by early to
mid-May.
Next week, the Thorn will carry a more
in-depth look into the problems of the SRC
and how they have effect the Rose-Hulman
community.
intrest-free loans for books
ability to repay the funds through
a legitimate source (like work-
study or a tax refund).
After filling out the application,
the student takes it to the book-
store where Sheryl Fulk, Book-
store Assistant Manager,
processes it. The student will
then have approximately two
weeks to purchase their text-
books using up to $500 worth of
bookstore credit. The bookstore
will then transfer the information
on the exact amount that was
borrowed to the Business Office,
wherein the student will have
until the end of the term to repay
the loan.
Were a student to fail to repay
the loan by the end of the quarter,
a 1.5% monthly interest rate will
be applied, grades and transcripts
will be withheld, and the student
Campus Briefs
Coinp Sci team prepared for IBM world programming contest in Florida
Rose-Hulman winter quarter graduates Nicholas Robarge and Mike Van Vertloo
will join current student Pete Webb in the annual world IBM programming finals in
Florida on Saturday March 18. The team has been practicing weekly before and Mier
they won first place at the Loyola University qualifier in Chicago fall quarter. They
face the returning powerhouse of Waterloo University in Waterloo, Canada, home of
the Maple mathmatical software package.
$1.2 Million benefactory gift received for new scholarships
A $1.2 million donation from the late Bernard and Gwendolyn Wemsing will estab-
lish a memorial scholarship fund in their honor. The Wemsing Scholarships will be
presented annually to students thim Indiana or Illinois. The first scholarships will be
awarded to students enrolled this fall.
The humorous and entertaining Chenille Sisters to perform Saturday
Fresh off appearances on "Oprah" and a national PBS television special. The Che-
nille Sisters will perform Saturday in the Moench Auditorium,
The concert begins at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for senior citizens.
Tickets are only available at the door. Students with a Rose-Hulman ID are free.
The Chenille Sisters perform a diverse list of original songs, many of them bern
spoofs of classic tunes. Such comedic fare includes "Help! I'm 'Tti
eras" and '?Pto4sqA:Mr Faxman #1,4:4c 041 Please Mr Post
will not be able to enroll for
classes until the loan has been
repaid.
Even though the loans are
awarded on a first-come, first-
served basis, enough money has
been raised so that many students
can benefit from the program. So
far this year, the project has
raised $11,200, according to
Karen O'Rourke, Director of
Annual Giving.
While the project is still about
$5,000 below its goal, O'Rourke
did note that they would continue
counting donations for this year's
project until June 30, 2000,
which marks the end of the fiscal
year.
"By contributing to this year's
Parents' Project, 'Bucks for
Books,' parents are making a real
difference in the lives of Rose-
Hulman students," said
O'Rourke. "This is our 7th year
for the Parents' Project, and
every year the parents have
helped to improve the lives of
students here on campus with
their contributions."
Despite the fact that not many
students have been able to take
advantage of the program so far
because it is so new, nearly
everyone involved seems opti-
mistic that the program will be a
success.
"I think this is a great program,
especially for kids struggling
with depleted funds at the end of
the year," said Greggs. "And it's
much better then having a stu-
dent charge the books on his
credit card and then have to pay
all of that interest."
After the Car Smash on February 19, the car that was used was Don Harrington
illegally set on fire. It was later extinguished after Terre Haute firefighters arrived.
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America's Problem: Wonder Boys is a winner Handheld Computers - Women's Softball face
kids, parents, and guns the wave of the future Centre college
Winter sports wrap-up
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WEATHER WATCH
FRIDAY
Cloudy - Low 26 - High 42
SATURDAY
Breezy/Showers
Low 29 - High 43
information courtesy The Weather Channel




























UFO's - The Hidden
History
Kahn - 7:30 p.m.
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China Ted Hour
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OlgethorpeSpring Quarter Blood Drive
Fine Art Series
Caberet 2000
Support the Charles T. Hyte Ce
with the
Volleybash
When : April 22, _000
Where : Wolf Field, 3rd S
Entry : $15 before April 2 , 0 the d
Team : 3 divisions, Female ale, Co










Enuy forms availihle the week of Mar. 13th
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Midwest Student Christian
Gathering is a great student inter-
collegiate conference held this
year on April 7-9 at Lake Geneva,
WI. Call United Ministries
Center, 321 N 7th St.. 232-0186
for more information and to
register. Registration deadline is
March 20.
Have you ever thought about
doing service and mission work?
Come to a slide presentation on
Intercambio Cultural Maya
(Mayan Cultural Exchange) given
by recent participants of this
service project in Mexico.
Monday, March 20, 7:00 p.m.,
United Ministries Center.
1st annual Rose Community Art Exhibit
sponsored by the
Rose-Hulman Women's Club
Tuesday - Thursday, March 21 - 23
Entry due March 13th to the Union Office
Exhibit is open to Rose-Hulman students,
faculty, staff, and spouses.
Entries limited to one or
two depending on size.
Photographs and art work should be mat-
ted and ready to be hung
Entries should be labeled with the name,
address, phone of the artist.
Artwork is to be submitted on Sunday, k
March 19, 2000 to the Union Office
SUBMISSIONS
Events may be published in Events by any
organization or individual. Information on club meetings,
lectures, speeches, and athletic events, including
announcements of times and locations may be submitted
to Campus Calendar, in care of Dale Long, associate
director of communications, at Box 14 or extension 8418.
More detailed articles containing plans, agendas, and
specific information should be submitted to the Rose
Thorn.
All submissions must be made by Wednesday at




Brand new JVC RX-668
Receiver. Retails in Crutchfield
for almost $300. Sell for $200.
Also, UMAX Astra 2000P
scanner $85. Both are brand new,
and never used. Call 877-0370.
1998 Pontiac TransSport for sale.
Excellent condition. Montana
package, fully loaded, power
everthing. Asking for a lot less
than the blue book's retail values.
21,000 miles. If interested please
call 232-2486.
FOR RENT
Nine month lease required. $450
includes utilities. Contact Dr.
Ditteon (CL 108, Box 171, ext.
8247, or 299-5182) for more
information.
Now renting apartments and
houses for next school year. Lots
of selections to fit your needs. Call
Sharp Flats Ilc at 877-1146.
Now renting 3 to 6 bedroom
homes for students. All
appliances furnished, including
dishwashers & washer/dryers.
Also, furniture including beds,
desks, and dressers, etc. Or,
unfurnished. Central Air, ample
parking, 24 hour emergency
service. Call 478-9286.
POLICIES
The Rose Thorn offers classified
advertisements less than 30 words
free to Rose-Hulman students,
faculty, and student organizations.
For submissions of more than 30
words, each additional word is 15
cents.
All other classified
advertisements are $3.00 for the
first 30 words and 15 cents for
each additional word. Payments
must be made in advance.
The Rose Thorn reserves the right
to refuse advertising which the
editors judge to be discriminatory
on the basis of race, religion,
sexual orientation, or gender.
Also any advertisement which
promotes violence, illegal
activities or is in bad taste will not
be considered for publication.
Submissions may be made at the
Thorn office, through campus
mail addressed to the Thorn, by
email ing thorn@rose-
hulman.edu or by calling the
Thorn office at extension 8255.
Deadline for submissions: 5p.m.
the Wednesday prior to
publication. Runs over one week
must be renewed weekly by
contacting the Thorn office,
unless prior run arrangements are
made.
Furnished three bedroom
apartment available Fall Quarter.
The Rose Thorn
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As I read the news about the
incident at Buell Elementary
School in Mt. Morris Township,
Mich., where a six-year-old boy
shot and killed a fellow classmate
over a "school-yard scuffle," I
could not begin to find the words to
express the confusion that this
event, and previous ones like it,
have instilled in mind. My first
thought was of how I handled prob-
lems when I was in first grade. I
would resort to name-calling. Sim-
ply calling someone "jerk" or
"boogerboy" was enough to relieve
my anger. Reading about this
shooting, I wonder what reason is
there for a six-year-old to resort to
violence to handle a "school-yard
scuffle?"
As I continued to read the article
on the Internet, however, a quote
by the prosecutor of the case sud-
denly brought a pressing issue to
mind that surrounds this case and
others like it:
"There is a presumption in law
that a child ... is not criminally
responsible and can't form an
intent to kill. Obviously, he has
done a very terrible thing today, but
legally, he can't be held criminally
responsible."
This quote is related to a broader
issue that revolves around the
recent classroom shootings that
have plagued our nation during the
last three years. The issue is
whether or not the idea of gun con-
trol is a major factor in handling
these classroom shootings.
I have noticed that the discus-
sions that occur after incidents of
classroom shootings tend to
revolve mostly on the problem of
the violent nature of our society. It
seems that the majority of people,
especially gun-ownership advo-
cates, are calling for a control on
the sources of these violent tenden-
cies rather than for a control on the
means in which they are carried
out. Such sources are seen as tele-
vision and media, the decay of the
quality of our educational system,
etc. People are calling for censor-
ship of media and the formation of
school programs based on peer
mediation as possible control
devices. Yet I am very upset that
usually, the idea of tightening con-
trol on guns or even banning them
completely is rarely discussed, if
not shunned completely. This is a
huge mistake indeed, as I will
explain shortly.
As the prosecutor said, this child
cannot be held criminally responsi-
ble, and there is a rational reason
for this. The same reason can prob-
ably be applied to other children
who have resorted to classroom
shootings to express their aggres-
sion. It is because children are not
rational adults. This is a very
important distinction to make.
Children are unstable to various
degrees during their development
into rational adults. They can have
uncontrollable feelings of extreme
anger or over-joyous states of hap-
piness, because they are still learn-
ing to rationally handle their
emotions. In our nation of 260 mil-
lion people, with our different eth-
nic, religious, and ideological
beliefs, we are bound to have a
plethora of diverse influences over
the development of our children.
With so many children bound to be
different from one another, some
will experience such extreme feel-
. •••
trigs of aggression that they may •
feel it necessary to resort to vio-
lence as an outlet. This is where the
violent nature of our society comes
in to play. It is not the only influ-
ence that drives a child to commit
such a serious tragedy, but one of
the many influences that may lead
a child to commit such an act.
Starting a campaign solely against
the violent nature of our society not
only does very little. to help the sit-
uation, it is also against the princi-
ples that our country was founded
on.
By the last statement, I mean that
the government's right to dictate
how people behave is severely lim-
ited, and for good reason. Although
it would prove efficient and benefi-
cial if all of society could cooperate
on an established set of detailed,
universal ethics, the government's
capacity in enforcing such ethics is
limited. In a democracy, the gov-
ernment is subject to beliefs and
ideas of its people, not the other
way around. If it were otherwise,
the government would be reduced
to a totalitarian state. However, to
prevent anarchy, the government is
limited to enforcing general rules
The real solution to the
Lindsey VanSchoiack
Editorial Staff
Guns, or more importantly, gun
control has recently been brought to
the forefront of our society once
again. This time the shooter was a
first grader, and news of his act has
prompted at least two 5 year olds to
demonstrate to their friends that they
can also use a gun. What in the
world is going on here?
The blame is being thrown at the
fact that we have the right to bear
arms. Wrong! The cause has more
to do with how we are raising our
children and handling our families
then it does with whether we can
have guns in our homes. And before
you say that I have no idea what a







Cali today! Space is limited
On-uunpus contact
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 I TRAVEL Natasha Thurman
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child to load one let me tell you that
I do.
I grew up in a house with several
guns, mostly hunting rifles, and as
far as I know, only one pistol. I
knew they were there. I also knew
how to fire one. I had gone hunting
with my father and uncle since I was
little (so has my younger brother),
but the farthest thing from my mind
was using a gun on a school yard
enemy. The answer to why is sim-
ple. Guns should be locked in a gun
case, and ammo should be kept
locked up in a different location.
The keys should not be left accessi-
ble to children. What is so incom-
prehensible about this?
Still, the most important aspect
that was missing in the situations
that have sprung up has been the




parent but they also know that if
they ever do something really
wrong that a parent will punish them
severely. I knew where the guns
where in later years I knew where
the ammo was but you still won't
catch me just taking a gun out into
the country to shoot. Why not? The
answer is easy, my father, who I
love, and I know-loves me, would
thrash me. No ifs, ands, or buts. If I
screw around with a gun, it is going
to be way better for me if the cops
find me before my dad does.
I am not endorsing thrashing your
kids, I am endorsing spending time
with your kids and letting them
know who is in charge. My parents
have never thrashed me, and I don't
plan on giving them a reason too,
but I always knew that certain mis-
deeds would result in punishment
that can be applied to all people.
This is the function of the Constitu-
tion: to provide general -rules -of
conduct that do not infringe on the-
rational freedoms that a democracy
promises its citizens. To expect the
government to control the violent
nature of our society is to ask it to
go beyond its limits of controlling
public behavior. The government
can only control specific aspects
that clearly violate the welfare of
the coun try (i.e., murder, robbery,
pollution, etc.). The violent nature
of our society is so vague and
abstract and due to so many differ-
ent behavioral variables, that it
goes beyond the responsibility of
the government.
Yet a democracy, though it may
not have the full right to dictate
behavior, still has the obligation to
ensure the well-being and safety of
its citizens. When considering
these shootings, since the govern-
ment cannot conduct its obligation
by attacking the causes of the prob-
lem, the only viable solution is
attacking the means of the prob-
lem.
This is where the issue of gun
control becomes a major factor in
finding solutions to this serious
problem. Calling for a complete
ban on the ownership of guns is a
good solution, if not the only ratio-
nal one, in response to these
crimes. Our government prohibits
the use of certain drugs and strictly
controls the use of alcohol and
tobacco in order to protect the wel-
fare of society. Prohibiting the
ownership of guns falls under the
nationa
and • others would result in more
severe disciplinarian action. That is
what many of today's kids are miss-
ing. Today children who misbehave
are put in counseling and given
medication. The majority are not
disciplined because the parents are
afraid it might hurt the child's self-
esteem. The reality is that, yes, some
behavior problems are caused by
chemical imbalances, and those
should be treated with medication.
But most kids just need a good dose
of discipline. Do something wrong;
pay the price. The sooner kids learn
this, the better off they will be. It is
not going to shatter a child's self
esteem if they are sent to their room
with a sore rear because they just
inflicted bodily harm to a sibling. It
will do them a lot more good then
most counseling sessions will.








Rose Hulrnan Greek Pin Day
Faculty, staff and students who are members of fraterni-
ties and sororities, on Tuesday March 14th please
wear your chapter badge to show the unity of our Greek
system and support Order of Omega, a newly estab-
lished leadership honor society for Greek students.
same argument. The argument that
people have the right to "bear
arms" or to "shoot-guns for fun" is
just as invalid, in the context of our
laws, as the argument that people
have the right to "get high" or
"smoke crack for fun."
Even if the Constitution protects
the so-called "right" to own guns,
people forget that a democracy is
designed to improve on itself and
dis§olve the laws that may become
anachronistic. The Second Amend-
ment to the Constitution can and
should be abolished under the con-
text that guns are too much of a
threat to the general welfare of our
society to be a personal freedom
for all to enjoy. There are those
who disagree with me on this point,
yet I cite one fact in support of my
argument: America is the only
highly developed nation in the
world that allows its citizens to
own handguns and rifles, and while
deaths by fatal shootings in other
developed countries are usually no
more than a 10-70 a year, such
deaths total about 10,000 a year in
our country. I cannot think of any
other evidence that is more blatant
in proving that banning guns is a
major deterrent to crime.
Basically what I have argued is
that the only controllable factor in
these schoolyard shootings is the
availability of armaments to those
who are too irrational or unstable
emotionally to handle them, i.e.
children. Under its obligation of
preserving the welfare of our soci-
ety, the government must ban the
ownership of guns.
I crisis
Kids need to have parents who
are there for them, who love, and
cherish them, but who are also look-
ing out for what is best for them.
That means the parents discipline
them when the need arises. The
solution to our current crisis is not
banning guns; it is spending more
quality time with our kids. We need
to really be there for them, helping
them, and guiding them toward
adulthood. A totally reasonable step
in looking out for our kids is locking
up our guns and, more importantly,
teaching kids respect for the guns..
The reason everyone is crying "ban -
the guns" is because it is much eas-
ier to get rid of an object then to5
educate the nation's parents on rais-




Thank you to Car for being our Secretary, Panhetenic Deldgate, and d
r.an awesome Rho Chi'
Mary Newberry
Thank you to Mary for being a great Secretary too and an inspirationa -
song and spirt chair!
Chi Omega of the week is Alison Tews!
toodinitanrelleionlaIlInenbluniell
Welcome back to school X11!
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N1PAA: rated R for
language and drug content
running time: 112 minutes
***
Opening Notes: Curtis Hanson
insisted on making a comedy as a
follow up to his critically ac-
claimed 1997 crime drama L.A.
Confidential, and he did an excel-
lent job. Wonder Boys is a screw-
ball comedy slowed down to real-
life speed with an excellent cast
and great directing. Visually the
movie is more fluid, dynamic, and
alive than you'd expect from a
movie based on a book (smartly
adapted by Steve Kloves).
Cast: Michael Douglas por-
trays novelist/professor Grady
Tripp who can't get motivated for
much of anything as he goes
through a mid-life crisis. His wife
leaves him; he's constantly light-
ing up joints throughout the mov-
ie; he's having an affair with the
English's dean's wife (Fargo's
Frances McDermott), and he's liv-
ing with a female student ("Daw-
son's Creek's" Katie Holmes) as a
housemate (he does have some
scruples as he artfully dodges her
advances). Tobey McGuire
(Pleasantville) is very good, as
usual, if not a bit quirkier than nor-
mal in his role as James Leer, a de-
ranged student with an enviable
amount of talent as a fiction writ-
er. Robert Downey, Jr. gives a
solid performance as Douglas'
down-on-his-luck literary agent.
Plot: The story of Wonder Boys
follows potentially washed-up
writer/professor Grady Tripp in
his attempts to placate his es-
tranged wife, a disturbed student,
his book agent, the department
chair, a fawning student/house-
mate, his pregnant lover, and the
man his car was stolen from,
among others; and all of this is on
the weekend of the college's writ-
ers conference. Through all of
this, mishaps trip over one another
in their rush to mess with Grady's
mind. The movie would be terri-
ble if it rushed from one scene to
another as many comedies do, but
somehow Wonder Boys builds
from one catastrophe to another at
a deliberate pace that makes it all
seem believable.
The Good: Director Curtis Han-
son did an amazing job with the
script that he was given to work
with. The storyline is based on a
novel by Michael Chaban about
actual events at some college.
I've never read the book, but I've
heard that it was horrible and al-
most incomprehensible, and when
was the last time that a movie was
actually better than the book?
Wonder Boys also triumphs as a
character study. You have the de-
pressed Professor Tripp. the mo-
rose undergrad James Leer, and
the married and overly under-
standing lover, among a slew of
other characters that are all dis-
tinctly different and most por-
trayed with a great amount of
depth and intensity. Furthermore,
the film is filled with subtle humor
that you might miss if you are not
paying attention. For example
Professor Tripp who is always
high (aka tripp'n).
The Bad: Wonder Boys may be
a little too long at nearly two
hours. Some people may find it
boring. At times, the movie does
not really have a strong focus, it
just follows Professor Tripp from
one problem to the next in his mar-
ijuana-induced daze.
The Ugly: This is not as much
ugly as it is gross, but Leer shoots
the English dean's blind dog twice
in the chest. Then Professor Tripp
and Leer hide the dog in the trunk
of Tripp's car where the murdered
pooch stays until the next night,
when Tripp and his agent put the
dog under the blankets on Leer's
bed as they rescue him from bore-
dom at his house. Needless to say,
putting a dead dog under your
blankets just so your parents will
think you're sleeping is grotesque.
The Bottom Line: Wonder
Boys was a great film. It is not re-
ally a comedy or a drama, it is a lit-
tle of both. However, while
Wonder Boys may be difficult to
classify, it is definitely worth
watching.
On a scale of zero to 4 (with 4
being classic and zero being any
other movie based on a book), I
give this movie a 3.
Pi Tau Sigma will be selling FE Review books
Wednesday, March 15 and Thursday, March 16 in the com-
mons from 3rd period through 9th period (9:55 to 4:15).
$45 for the General Review
$29 for the Discipline Review
photo from movieweb.com
James Leer (Tobey Maguire, right) is the protege and heir apparent of Grady Tripp (Michael Douglas). a
professor who is struggling to deal with a divorce, a pregnant mistress, and an addiction to drugs.
LEGE GRADUATE FINANCING PROGRAMS AVAILA
Special financing rates available with approved credit through AHFC only on
4 cylinder Honda Accords through April 3,2000.
101 South 1st St_ Terre Haute
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Handheld Computers - the wave of the future
Alex Song
Staff Writer 
As I walk around this campus,
I'm pretty sure that I'm the last su-
per-senior left who is still using an
AMS Soundwave laptop on a reg-
ular basis. My freshman class was
the first Rose class required to pur-
chase laptop computers. Indeed,
the integration of laptops into the
curriculum was one of the reasons
I chose to attend this school.
My AMS Soundwave came
with a 486 processor running at 75
MHz, a 340-megabyte hard drive,
and Windows 3.11. Five years lat-
er the computer -is still crankin'
away, but the battery holds no
charge, the letters are half-worn
off the keyboard, and the "TV
Guide"-sized screen flickers like a
strobe light on crack. It is practi-
cally immune from on-campus
theft, but thieves do occasionally
stop to laugh and point at it.
Sure, freshmen laptops have
their googol-hertz water-cooled
microprocessors that can run cir-
cles around my Soundwave. Sure
they come standard with a 60"
screen and 3-D glasses. But my
Soundwave does have one advan-
tage: its small size. Because it
lacks a CD-ROM and internal disk
drive it has a slim profile that
makes it smaller than a lot of my
textbooks. It fits into my back-
pack easily even if it's in its carry-
ing case.
It's amazing how portable com-
puters have become. I can still re-
member my family's first
computer. My dad bought the
IBM "portable personal comput-
er" in the early 80's and it's been
part of the family for as long as I
can remember. It had two 5.25-
inch disk drives, a tiny orange-
and-black screen, and it folded up
into the size of a large suitcase
complete with carrying handle. Its
big selling point was its portabili-
ty.
Eighteen years later, my AMS
Soundwave laptop is about an or-
der of magnitude smaller than my
dad's old "portable" IBM. But
what's amazing is that the same
Soundwave is gigantic compared
to these new handheld "Personal
Digital Assistants" (PDA) that are
popping up all over the place.
I didn't think I'd own one of
these any time in the near future,
but I got a Palm VII for Christmas
and have been using it extensively
ever since. Although it's meant to
be an organizer to be used in con-
junction with a computer, it can
really stand alone in many re-
spects because of its wireless ca-
pabilities. It's really a pretty
fascinating little gizmo, and it
blows my mind what this little
gadget can do.
For data entry the Palm has a
character recognition system
called "Graffiti" writing. I recent-
ly timed myself at a not-too-shab-
by 31 words per minute, and I'm
getting faster with practice. I have
entered in every telephone number
and address that I know. And with
the press of a button I can back up
information to my PC in an in-
stant. Information can also be ex-
changed with other handhelds
using the infrared "beaming" fea-
ture.
But the really neat thing about
the Palm VII is its pop-up cellular
antenna. This allows the user to
wirelessly check any e-mail ac-
count as well as surf the Internet in
the form of "web clippings." With
complete freedom of movement,
the user can check news headlines,
get stock quotes, locate the nearest
ATM, use the local Yellow Pages,
find street directions from






able off of the
Internet can make
the Palm Pilot any-
thing from a scien-
tific calculator to a
universal remote for
your TV.
The Palm is small
enough to fit in my
front jeans pocket,
so I pretty much
take it everywhere I
go. I have checked
e-mail while walk-
ing to class, stand-
ing on an airport
moving sidewalk.
sitting on the crap-
per, and even while
driving down 1-70.
I'm writing this sen-
tence while waiting in the check-
out line at Kroger. It is also small
enough to use discreetly -- in fact,
I'm penning this sentence in the
middle of economics class. This
little gizmo offers, tremendous
mobility.
The handheld is also great for
quick use when you're on the run.
You don't have to wait for a com-
puter to boot up; you just turn it on
and you can be checking e-mail
five seconds later. And when
you're done you don't have to wait
for a computer to shut down; you
just turn it off. It's just like a note-
pad in that if you think of some-
thing, you turn it on, scribble it
down, turn it off and put it back in
your pocket.
As my roommate Bryan can at-
test, I would never get anything
done in a dorm environment with a
desktop computer, because of the
difficulty I'd have concentrating
Alex Song
The Palm VII puts our laptops to shame in terms of portability and ease of use.
with dorm distractions. Laptop
computers are fantastic because I
can just pack up my Soundwave
and go somewhere where it's qui-
et. Handheld computers take this
mobility and productivity to a
whole new level.
This article never saw my com-
puter, and not a word of it was
typed on a keyboard. I completely
composed and edited it on my
Palm Pilot. Coincidentally, each
paragraph is roughly the amount
of text that fills up the screen.
When the article was finished, I e-
mailed it to the Features editor
through the Palm's wireless mo-
dem. I'm pretty sure I'm the first
Rose student (moronic enough to
take the time) to write an article on
a "handheld" computer, but I
wanted to show that it could be
done.
The convenience of this little
gizmo has allowed me to change
how I organize my life. Finally
every phone number and address I
know is kept in one convenient
place. And the Palm's wireless e-
mail feature really became practi-
cal last quarter when I had classes
all day and didn't have time to boot
up my laptop to check e-mail. I'm
convinced that these little boogers
are the wave of the future, and I
couldn't ask for anything more
from a pocket organizer.
But yes, I still write on my hand.
















N4a4 (Fa. 11 - H14. 20)
As a Piscean, you would make a great small forward. You have the intuition to see
situations develop and then to get open. You also have the ability to fool the defense
and set yourself up for an easy shot.
A4,14 (H1.4. 21 - Ati.. 1/)
As an Aries, you have to be careful or you may end up a bench-warmer on your
team. You may get so worried about your playing time and how you look that your
coach will put you on the bench and forget you there.
T44.44.4 (At4. 20 - HA/ 20)
As a steady, dependable Taurean, you would make a great point guard. You
wouldn't get shaken by the defense, and your teammates would be able to count on you
to make great passes that are right on the mark.
qt04.44. (He, 21 - J444 20)
You are the sixth-man on a basketball team. You may not start very often, but you
are appreciated for your adaptability and communication skills. You can fill in for
almost any position, and your communication makes the transition easier.
044,a4 (J4444 21 - thdy 22)
The trainer needs to be able to figure out what's wrong when a player gets hurt. This
fits you as a Cancer all the way, as you are receptive to others. You are also sympa-
thetic and kind and would find the best the way to relieve any pain.
ti o (Jay, 23 - A. 22)
A Leo would make a great beer guy. You are loud and you love to draw attention to
yourself, so you would have no trouble calling out in the audience. You are also
friendly and would be pleasant to those wishing to purchase your wares.
1.44f5. (Ai. 23 - Sift 22)
You are coach of the team. Your perfectionism would make your team practice until
they got it right. Your analytical mind would easily be able to figure out the other
team's strategy and find a plan to beat them.
(et. 23 - Oa. 22)
As you are worried about your outer appearance, you would make a great cheer-
leader. As a player, you would be to worried about how you looked to get very
involved in the game, but as a pretty cheerleader, you would be perfect.
Se..0414.0(Oa. 23- Nov. 21)
Power forward would be the best position for a Scorpio. You are intense and would
drive the bail to the hoop. Your intensity would make you valuable during the last min-
utes of the game, when you are sure to come through.
541:4444.44 (Nov. 22-.21)
As a Sagittarian, you would make a good shooting guard. You are ambitious and
willing to take risks. You would take the hard shot, and have put in the practice to
make it go in. You are open to new ideas and new plays.
644,:.(A014, (N.6. 22 - 44%. 1/)
A center who is determined, disciplined, and patient would be a Capricorn. You
would wait for the ball, using your cunning to get open, and you would seize the oppor-
tunity to get the rebound of a missed shot.
A144444. (J44%, 20 - F. 19)
Aquarians would make a great fans. You aren't afraid of being loud or painting your
face in wild colors and designs to show your support. You have strong opinions, so
nothing could change your mind about your favorite team.
Horoscopes are intended for entertainment purposes only. By Alison Burgess, Staff Writer
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Softball wins first game; hosts conference foe Centre this weekend
Travis Holler
Editorial Staff
After opening their inaugural
season with a 19-10 shellacking
of conference rival University
of the South, the Rose-Hulman
women's softball team has
dropped five straight games
heading into tomorrow's dou-
bleheader against Centre Col-
lege.
Despite the team's recent
struggles, Freshman shortstop
Amy Stutler was named South-
ern Collegiate Athletic Confer-
ence softball co-player of the
week after batting .455 with 3
RBIs in the team's first four
games of the season. She also
tied a national record by hitting
four doubles in the team's first
game of the season.
This weekend's test will be
Centre College. Centre (3-4, 2-1
SCAC) comes into the game
having won their last contest at
home vs. Asbury. Saturday's
doubleheader kicks off tomor-
row at 2 p.m. at the softball
fields at Indiana State Univer-
sity, with a return game set for
11 a.m. Sunday morning.
The Lady Engineers opened
their season with a bang over
quarter break by pounding out
18 hits, including 10 doubles
and the first grand slam in
school history, in their victory
over University of the South.
Junior LaTisha Arroyo led the
attack by going 2-3 with three
runs and five RBIs, including
the grand slam. Stutler and
Senior Stacey Miles added four
hits apiece. Freshman pitcher
Jennifer Phelps scattered 11 hits
in earning the complete game
victory.
Rose fell short in the night-
cap, dropping a 12-4 decision.
Junior Robyn Heald and Fresh-
man Erin Phelps led
the team with two hits
apiece. Unfortunately,
the team committed
five errors as Jennifer
Phelps took the loss,
allowing eight runs in
three innings of work.
Last weekend saw the
Lady Engineers travel
to Lexington, Kentucky
to take on Transylva-
nia College. Transylva-
nia, which came into
the game with a 6-2
record, came out on top
in both ends of the dou-
bleheader, following a
9-1 victory in game one
with an 11-0 triumph in
the nightcap. Erin
Phelps scored the
team's only run, as the
team struggled at the
plate and in the field.
F
Don Harrington
Amy Stutler tries to repli-
cate her record 4 doubles in one game.
Cycling team flies into first season
Lucas Elliott
Guest Writer
The Rose-Hulman cycling team
has begun their inaugural race
season on the right foot with sev-
eral placements above other Mid-
Western schools.
On February 5th, junior Dave
Allen competed in the IUPUI
collegiate Cyclo-cross race
claiming a first place victory
over IUPUI, Michigan State, Pur-
due, Indiana and Marian College.
The road season started soon
after Cyclo-cross, with team
members again placing strongly.
At Miami University, senior Dan
Peairs represented the team with
two strong showings in the road
race and criterium placing 6th
and 14th respectively. Each race
started with a field of about 60
riders.
The next weekend, Allen and
juniors Lucas Elliott and Scott
Ohlmiller, joined Peairs in Ath-
ens, Ohio for the Ohio University
road race and criterium. Allen
and Peairs worked together to
dominate the field for much of
the 22-mile road course until the
final mile climb where teams
with fresh riders overcame them.
Both fought back to finish
strong, with Peairs placing 9th
and Allen at 11th of 50 riders.
Ohlmiller and Elliott both fin-
ished behind the pack in this,
their first competitive race.
Finding it hard to keep
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The next day in the criterium,
Allen and Peairs continued to
make their mark for Rose, lead-
ing the pack at an incredibly fast-
paced race of 23 mph on a % mile
loop of bumpy, brick road. Allen
sprinted to a 4th place finish and
Peairs pulled in at 9th.
The team has the next couple of
weeks off to continue training in
the afternoon, leaving from skin-
ner. Their next race is the week-
end of March 25th and 26th,
when they travel to St. Louis,
MO. For race dates and results
check out http://home.bluemar-
ble.net/—mwccc/
If anyone is interested in
riding, they can call Allen at 877-
8524.
Over the course of the double-
header, Rose managed only five















sure it was an
unhappy debut,
winning both
ends of the dou-









the right fielder, led to the
team's lone run. The Lady Engi-
neers' bats came alive in game
two as they went for eight Kits,
including three from Tross-
man. Unfortunately, DePauw
batted around twice in the first
Mike Lanke
Pitcher Jennifer Phelps sends
one flying to the plate in the loss to DePauw.
inning, and led 15-0 after 1/2
inning.
The losses dropped the Lady
Engineers to 1-3 in the confer-
ence.
Rifle finishes 25th in nation
among Div I, II, and III
The Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology rifle team finished
the season ranked 25th nation-
ally among Division I, II and
III NCAA programs in rankings
released by the Collegiate Rifle
Coaches Association (C RC A).
Rose-Hulinan earned a total
of 5,763 points in the NCAA
Regional meet at Ohio State
University to earn its 25th-
place ranking. The University
of Alaska-Fairbanks is atop the
poll with 6,255 points. Norwich
University, Xavier University,
the United States Naval Acad-
emy, and the University of
Nebraska round out the
nation's top five.
Rose-Hulman is the only
Indiana-based school to
receive a national ranking in
the final 2000 season poll. The
Engineers ranked above such
schools as Texas A&M Univer-
sity (26th), the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (31st),
and the University of Missis-
sippi (33rd).
Rose-Hulman finished the
1999 season ranked 17th
nationally with a school record
5,926 points. The Engineers
have finished in the top 25
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Returning players make for strong baseball squad
Engineer baseballers look to repeat 1999's 30-win performance
Don Cole
Staff Writer
Two firsts occurred for Jim Jen-
kins' Engineer baseball team last
season. One was, obviously, their
first year in the SCAC. The other
was an amazing 30-win season.
Like the men's basketball team,
the Engineers stormed their way
to a regular-season conference
title, only to lose in the conference
tournament. Consequently, Rose
was snubbed from the NCAA
Division III tournament.
This year, the Engineers will
sorely the miss the bat of Rob
Nichols and arm of Andy Cain,
but several of the men gained
valuable experience throughout
the course of last season and will
be ready to make a run at the title
and the conference crown.
The pitching staff will feature a
potentially great one-two punch in
right-hander Marc McCullough
and southpaw Andy Tochterman.
Last spring, McCullough, a senior,
showed how good he could be off
the mound, compiling a 7-1 record
and a 2.58 ERA, all in ten starts.
McCullough underwent arm sur-
gery in the off-season, but is still
expected to start.
Tochterman, a junior, alterna-
tively struggled and excelled last
season, with the latter characteriz-
ing his performance down the
stretch. He compiled a 3-4 record
with a 2.89 ERA, but had trouble
with his walks: 28 in 37 1/3
innings.
The Engineers have a number of
good pitchers, providing depth in
the rotation, but, for the most part,
none have experience as a regular
starter. Brad Fetters, a senior,
appeared nine times last season,
starting twice. Other arms off the
bench include junior Travis Soyer,
sophomore lefty Robert Chandler,
and junior Nick Balmes.
Rose has no shortage of talent
behind the plate either. Juniors
Jason Fox and Steve Krause along
with sophomore Matt King will all
field the position, all of them see-
ing plenty of action last season.
Offensively, Fox leads the pack,
having hit .300 with two home
runs last season.
McCullough will also see play-
ing time at first base along with
sophomore Maceo Lewis, who
made a big impression last season.
The right-hander hit .349 with a
home run, with a .982 fielding
average. McCullough is no slouch
with the bat either, and the two
will form a potent combination at
the position.
The Engineers will be without
the services of Eric Baer, who
fielded the second base position so
well for the team for so long. This
year junior Zach Miller will likely
take the starting role. Miller has
great speed and a good glove, but
saw only limited play last year.
Freshman Tyson Damitz has
impressed coaches and may seem
some playing time.
Senior Mike Kreuger will return
to shortstop for the last time this
season. Kreuger has proven to be
one of the great offensive and
defensive stars in the history of
the Rose program, including hit-
ting .341 with 13 doubles and four
home runs last season. Sophomore
Nate Myers will provide some
depth at the position as well.
The hot corner will be without
the services of talented sophomre
Travis Wiete this year, while he is
on co-op. Instead, sophomore Dan
Householder will get the starting
job, despite playing in only five
games last season. Both Myers
and Soyer will be available as
backups for the position.
Record-breaker Rob Nichols has
also moved on, but there are
plenty ready to take up the slack in
the outfield. Starting in center will
be senior Wes Journay, who
earned first-team all-SCAC hon-
ors last season, hitting .397 and
stealing 15 bases in 15 attempts.
Senior Phil Munzer returns from
an injury-filled season to start in
right field. Despite his injuries,
Munzer still hit .295 with 16 RBIs
and gives the Engineers some left-
handed pop in the lineup.
Left field, Nichols' old stomping
grounds, has several players vying
for playing time. Chief among
them is Tochterman, who hit .331
with four home runs and four tri-
ples last season. While he is on the
mound, juniors Mark Deal and
Ben Laureys will battle for the
position. Neither has seen much
varsity playing time over the past
two years on the varsity squad,
however.
Without a doubt, there exists
enough talent and experience for
the team repeat last season's 30-
win performance. Key to a win-
ning season will be the ability of
the lineup to drive in runners, a
problem Jenkins noted before the
tournament and that plagued the
team all last season. Fortunately, a
solid defense and what looks to be
a solid, consistent staff will make
the Engineers a force to reckoned
with in the SCAC this year.
Winter Sports Awards
Women's Basketball
Most Improved Player -
Fresh. Can Hasselbring






Seniors Brad Fetters and
David Lawrence
Cheerleading









Mental Attitude Award -
Senior Dan Peairs
Wrestling




Women's basketball ends winless
Donnie McGaughey.
Staff Writer
After • twenty-five well played
games, the Lady Engineers ended
the season with no wins.
The final game of the season
was against Millsapps College of
Jackson, Mississippi, in which the
girls fought hard, but ended 69-
48. The main source of problems
for the women was the many turn-
overs which occurred at the begin-
ning of the game.
Despite the bad news for the
season as a whole, the women had
some optimistic stats that may be
signs of good things to come next
season. For one, Christina Forsyth
tied her career high of 20 points in
a game, and Amanda Rice made
11 points. This is meaningful con-
sidering Millsaps leading scoring,
Jennifer Stoner, had 19 points.
Rose fought hard, bringing the
score to 52-38 with five minutes
to go, but were not able to over-
come the lead Millsaps had
gained at the beginning of the
game.
Looking back on the season the
women had some significant
games. One major game was in the
SCAC was against Southwestern
in which the Engineer's shooting
percentage was forty seven per-
cent.
Another was a game in the mid-
dle of the season against Centre
that seemed promising for the
Engineers, but ended in defeat after
the team closed within three points
with three minutes to go. This
seemed to be the overall theme this
year for a team that played their
hearts out, but were not able to fin-
ish many of their games in the sec-
ond half or even the final minutes.
In many games the statistics
would be representative of a team
that had a lot of potential. Overall
accuracy seemed to be up from
previous years such as the many
games in which Christie Shadrach
had a nearly perfect free throw
record.
In many moments, the women
seemed to have the control and
confidence that was necessary to
win the game. However, turn-
overs seemed to occur often and
at the most inopportune times,
which would lead to the loss. Oth-
ers were simply due to teams that
had a great deal more experience.
However it cannot be said that this
year's team did not have the heart





- Tomorrow vs. Centre Col-
lege (DH), 2 p.m. @ ISU
- Sunday vs. Centre College
@11 a.m. @ ISU
- Thursday vs. Marian Col-
lege (DH), 3 p.m. @ ISU
Baseball
- Tomorrow vs. Hope College
(DH), noon
- Sunday vs. Milwaukee
School of Eng. (DH), noon
254 Wings every
Tuesday




Senior Phil Reksel will partici-
pate in his sixth NCAA Ill track
and field national championship
this weekend at Illinois Wesleyan
University.
Reksel will look for his third
career All-American honor at
Rose-Hulman this weekend. Rek-
sel placed fifth in the 400-meter
intermediate hurdles at the 1998
NCAA III outdoor nationals and
finished fifth in the 400-meter dash
at the 1999 NCAA III indoors.
Reksel, a chemical engineering
and chemistry double major, also
earned academic all-district honors
last spring.
Reksel will compete in heat two
of the 400-meter dash preliminar-
ies at approximately 7:20 p.m.




meter championship is scheduled
for 3:55 p.m. EST on Saturday.
Reksel automatically qualified
for the NCAA III Indoor National
Championships by running a time
of 48.86 seconds in the 400-meter
dash, the third-fastest Division III
time recorded in the nation this
season. Reksel earned Rose-Hul-
man's Sprinter of the Year award
last season after claiming a co-
award in 1998.
Reksel will hope to join former
Rose-HAI-Ian standouts Tony
Allen, Ryan Loftus and Chris
Trapp as the only Engineers to earn
three career All-American honors.
Trapp won three NCAA III javelin
championships from 1984-86 and
Loftus claimed indoor pole vault







have what It lakes to develop
the KILLER API'?
Develop a game or 111111117/ sad submit 11
Is Aureate Mode by April 1, 2000.11 Ills the
hest you add win $2000. If not, yen odd
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Watch your niece,
we're going shopping.








Do you have any for
people bigger than a
"Barney" fan?
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the little chicken
waiting ontop the table
the night has begun
top ten annoying
things freshmen say
submitted by Sehor Eyetis
0 "I think I'll print this 50 page document and pick it up
tomorrow."
"I pay $28,000 a year to go here; I can do anything I
want!"
8 "Bashing... that sounds really cool!"
7 "My laptop is better than your laptop!"
6 "Honestly, I thought that chair would float!"
5 "Oh, so tat's wyat 180 poof meens!" (blah, yak)
4 "I can't find the Union" (Spring Quarter)
3 "I have s000000 much homework. Let's go play
Quake!"
2 "I'll just send this netware broadcast message to
everyone!"


















I /UST FILED A
PATENT THAT WILL
EARN FIFTY
raLLioN IN
LICENSE FEES
FOR THE
COMPANY.
NO...I'VE BEEN
BUSY WITH
VARIOUS PANT-
RELATED CRISES.
